ADMISSION OFFICERS SPEAK OUT ABOUT YOUR COLLEGE ESSAY…

YALE UNIVERSITY ON YOUR ESSAY’S SUBJECT MATTER:  “There are terrible essays on seemingly wonderful topics and wonderful essays on very ordinary topics.  It’s not so much the topic as it is how the student deals with the topic.  Superficiality is boring.  There are many students who…do not go beyond the superficial.  They tell us what they’ve been doing and keep it fact-based.  They don’t get it to a reflective level.”
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA ON RISKY ESSAY TOPICS:  “Few topics are too risky, but it depends on how well the student presents the topic.  For example, if a student chooses a controversial topic such as abortion, does she support her arguments well?  There are no specific experiences we would like students to write about more often than others.  We simply want students to choose experiences that are important to them, rather than ones they think we want to read.  Let your own voice come through; this is our opportunity to get to know you.  An admission decision is not affected by the perspectives or opinions expressed by the applicant in an essay, unless they are so extreme that they prove to be threatening or disruptive to the campus community.”    
COOPER UNION ON BAD ESSAY TOPICS:  “[Essays about] The Catcher in the Rye, Holden Caulfield, The Great Gatsby, or Ayn Rand’s The Fountainhead are boring.  The most ridiculous essay topic we’ve ever read: Someone wrote about olives, the different kinds and the pleasure attained from eating them.  Yes, the essay turned out to be pretty good and the student was admitted.”
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY ON YOUR ESSAY’S AUTHETICITY:  “Write with a natural voice.  Don’t be formal if you’re not formal.  If you’re funny, be humorous.  We’re trying to get a sense of what you’re like; stay with your natural voice.”
AMHERST COLLEGE ON WHO SHOULD EDIT YOUR ESSAY:  “Parents are awful, friends are awful, and people who advise kids [on college admission] for money are awful.  Use someone objective such as a teacher or your counselor.”
MACALESTER COLLEGE ON MISTAKES IN YOUR ESSAY:  “Mistakes are mistakes.  When they’re made, they’re noticed.  Misspellings, poor grammar, and typographical errors really get in the way of reading an essay, so detail is important.”
WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY ON THE MECHANICS OF YOUR ESSAY:  “Shock value in college essays is not desirable.  With very few exceptions, avoid profanity, sex, violence, and gory details.  Also important to avoid: the passive voice; colloquial writing; run-on sentences; essays that read like book reports; and attempts to mask bad writing by being cute and clever.  Be sure that you answer the essay question and write clearly and concisely.  Writing is a process that needs to be taken in steps.  Plan your essay well in advance.”
JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY ON READING YOUR ESSAY:  “We start at the beginning.  The first sentence is read carefully, the first paragraph is closely read, and then it’s open-ended from there.  If it’s high quality, we’ll examine everything.  The very first sentence should accomplish a lot…the memorable essays do that—similar to a short story.  Some students don’t dive right in; they try to set up their case, crafting what turns out to be dry prose.  They don’t have time to do that.”
