College Research Guide
Some factors to consider when doing college research…

General
Size
· Don’t focus on how small the student body is – even at a college with only 2,000 people, you won’t know everyone, and at a college of 40,000 you will still probably only know a few hundred people.

· Focus instead on how the size of the college will affect your daily life there.

What kind of relationship will you have with your professors?

Will it be hard to get into the classes you want?

Will there be people to help you if you need help?

Will it be difficult to become involved?



How many people will be in a typical class?

Location
· Think in terms of geographic location, whether you prefer rural, urban or a suburban campus.

· Many campuses are located in suburban or even rural locations with easy access to a city.

· Are you someone who likes to be outdoors a lot?  You might like a climate like Colorado, where you can ski and hike.

· How far away from home do you want to be?  If you like to come home every weekend or for every  holiday, an east coast school may not be best for you.

· Weather can also be a factor.  If you can’t deal with really cold weather, it might be a stretch for you to consider a school in Vermont.

· Finally, it’s really important to figure out if you are a “city person” or just someone who likes visiting the city.  For example, are you uncomfortable taking the subway?

Kind of Campus
· Do you picture yourself at college with rolling green hills, trees and Georgian style buildings or do you picture yourself taking the subway to class exploring the big city?

· Some campuses aren’t really campuses at all, but rather a collection of buildings spread out over a few city blocks.

· Other campuses have acres and acres to call their own.

· Find out about the different support services available on campus.

· Are the campus facilities, including dorms, wired for Internet access?

Jewish Life
· You may not want to go where everyone is Jewish, but…

· Will you need kosher food and restaurants?

· Do you want services every Shabbat?

· Do you want the opportunity to socialize with other Jewish students?

· Is there a Hillel or another Jewish student’s organization on campus?  There are many colleges with significant Jewish populations that do not have Hillel chapters, but have other Jewish organizations - Swarthmore, for example.

· If there is no Hillel, maybe a question to ask is what kind of Jewish life is on your campus?

· Think about the size of the Jewish population you want.

· Some colleges out there are specifically looking to increase both their Jewish and Southern California populations.  So they may not have a large a percentage, but they are ready to support students.

Student Body
· Do you want to be the only person form Southern California or from the west coast at your school?

· Think about whether a school in another state has a large out-of-state population or whether almost everyone who attends is from that state.

· Many of the privates have pretty good national feels to them, but at some of the out of state publics, you may feel underrepresented.

· What types of students are at the school?

· If you have liberal politics, you may be uncomfortable at a conservative school in the rural south.

· If you are conservative, you might not like a school that wants to start the next revolution.

· Think about the diversity on campus.  Does the college have the right mix of students and faculty?

· Do you prefer to be in a fairly relaxed environment or do you thrive on competition?

Social Life
· Find out what kind of activities typically occur on campus – movies, speakers, parties, sporting events, performing arts performances, rallies, etc…and which ones you will have to go off campus to find.

· What kinds of clubs and organizations are available to you?  (Community service, music, art, dance, theater, debate/speech, etc…)

· Are fraternities and sororities important to you or is it important your college not have them?

· Do you want to play a sport?  Find out the availability of the athletics you are looking for (Division III, intramural, club, etc…)

Academics
Calendar
· Think about whether you prefer a semester, trimester or quarter system, and how this may affect your life as a student.  

· Are you okay with taking finals 3 or 4 times a year, and with having new classes every 12 or 15 weeks?

Curriculum
· Every college has a different system in terms of curriculum.

· Some colleges have core requirements in specific subject areas that every student has to take.

· Others require all 1st year students take one or two specific classes (usually general requirements), so that everyone has the same-shared experience.

· Some have no requirements and allow you to design your own curriculum.  Is that something you could handle or do you need more structure in your life?

· Do you prefer a liberal arts college or a research university?

· What is the educational philosophy of the college?

· A school that offers an exclusively liberal arts program is one that teaches theoretical disciplines (like English, social science, math, foreign language, the arts) as opposed to those, which offer a pre-professional education (like business, accounting and physical therapy).

· Many colleges and universities offer both.

· Career/Applied only refers to colleges that teach strictly for career preparation, like a vocational or secretarial school.

· Find out the emphasis a college’s faculty places on teaching and research.  Are classes taught by professors or teaching assistants?

Specific Programs
· Do you know what you want to major in, or at least have an idea of the field that interests you?  If so make sure the college offers that subject as a major.

· Does the college have strength in a specific academic area (science, film, music, art, creative writing, math, languages, etc…)?

· If you aren’t sure what you want to major in, find out what the college’s policy is in terms of changing majors or schools.

· If you think you might want to be a teacher but aren’t sure, will you be behind if you don’t declare your major until junior year?

· If you think you might want to be a drama major but enter undecided, will you be able to get into the program later?

· Also, at larger schools, opportunities can be limited to students in the major.  If you love theater, but don’t want to major in it, find out if you will be allowed to audition for plays or if auditions are only open to theater majors.

· Find out if there is an advising system.  If so, how often do students meets with their advisors?

Special Programs
· If you have a learning disability, what accommodations will you need in college?

· Make sure the college offers help for students with special needs.

· Does the college sponsor a study-abroad program?

Admissions Selectivity
· GPA and testing figures are easy to find, but try to use the most current source possible, since a school's selectivity can change from year to year.

· With regard to standardized test scores, it’s helpful to find both the median and middle 50% range.

· Find out how many applications were received last year and how many applications were accepted.
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