College Counseling Class Part I

Junior Syllabus 

All class dates for this year are scheduled OPPOSITE your Tefillah during Kehillah Bet (9:30am – 10:10am) and they will not conflict with other meetings and/or activities during Kehillah.  Your attendance and participation is expected at each class session unless otherwise noted.  Ms. Pett’s class will meet in room 4-102, Ms. Lee’s class will meet in room 4-103, and Mr. Blassberg’s class will meet in room 4-104.  Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class and students will be graded on a Pass/Fail basis.  The suggested text for the class is The Insider’s Guide to Colleges, published by the Yale Daily News.  Additionally, we strongly encourage you to become familiar with the Milken college counseling website, www.mchschool.org/collegecounseling/index.htm, which includes links to college related search engines and other informational websites.  
1/29 Class #1:  Introduction & Standardized Testing
In this class, we will review the syllabus and we will discuss what is expected of the students in terms of work, behavior, and attendance.  Each student will receive a copy of the class syllabus, a college counseling timeline, and a schedule of important dates.  Additionally, we will hand out and discuss the Junior Questionnaire and go over how to register for the SAT Reasoning, SAT Subject, and ACT with Writing exams.  A Sunday testing letter will be provided. 
Assignment (due 2/2):  Schedule an appointment with your college counselor, turn in your Junior Questionnaire, and check out the college counseling website.  

2/2 Class #2:  College Research and List Making Part I

During this class, we will teach students how to research colleges and we will discuss the concept of a college list.  We will show students the various resources available for college research and we will explain what they should be looking for while conducting their research.  Several handouts will be provided for guidance.
Assignment (due 2/19):  Complete the College Research Assignment.

2/19 Class #3:  List Making Part II and Self Assessment

In this class, we will review the process of creating and turning in the college list, and we will teach students how to determine whether the colleges they research are likely, 50/50 or a reach for them.  We will also guide students in developing their own criteria for selecting colleges through the process of self-assessment.  

Assignment (due 3/2):  Begin working on your Self-Generated Initial List of Colleges.  All lists are due March 2nd (but the sooner the better).
3/9 Class #4:  Activity Statement Overview & Third Party Narrative
We will discuss how student activities are listed on a college application.  We will provide students with examples from actual applications.  Additionally, we will hand out and discuss the guidelines for obtaining a Third Party Narrative.  
Assignment (due 4/1):  Complete the Taking Stock of Your Activities handout and select someone to complete the Third Party Narrative.
3/23 Class #5:  College Visits and Contact with Colleges

This class will be used to help students plan college visits.  We will instruct them on how to plan a visit, what to do during a visit and we will provide them with a handout regarding questions to ask on a college tour.  We will also discuss the importance of making contact with colleges and the different ways to make contact.  We will explain the concept of regional college representatives and we will discuss proper etiquette for campus visits.

Assignment (due 4/2):  Make contact with at least three colleges in order to be placed on their mailing/inquiry lists.

4/2 Class #6:  A Buffet of Topics:  Case Studies, Summer Plans, Scholarships, and Open Q & A

We will have a final, quick overview of the case study workshop.  Additionally, we will help students find resources for making summer plans, whether they want to take college classes, travel or work.  We will also teach students how to find outside scholarships and we will explain what is typically required to receive them.

Assignment (due 4/15):  Register with Fastweb!
4/30 Class # 7:  Case Studies Review

In this class we will hand out the case studies materials, including a list of participants, and we will explain what each document is.  We will also discuss how students should assess the materials and what they should be looking for in each of the files.

Assignment (due 5/5):  R.S.V.P. and read through the materials in time for the Case Study Night Workshop on May 14th.
5/18 Class #8:  Senior Speakers & Pre-Summer Wrap-Up

In this class, a panel of seniors will speak to the class about their experiences with the college admissions process.  Juniors will have an opportunity to ask questions and learn from students who have just completed the process.  We will also discuss what students can do over the summer to begin the application process, as well as provide a brief overview of what they can expect in the fall of senior year.

Assignment (due 6/12):  Enjoy the beach, read a great book, relax, etc…  Have a great summer!!
