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MOST IMPORTANT FACTORS (OTHER THAN ACADEMICS AND TEST SCORES) USED IN COLLEGE ADMISSION

In a recent survey, 20 colleges and universities were asked, “Other than the academic record and standardized test scores *, what are the most important factors considered when reviewing an application?”

The top five responses:
1.
Writing skills/ability **
2.
(tie)

Integrity/ethics/character

International/global awareness

Leadership skills

3.
Commitment to a cause or social issue
4.
Developed/demonstrated skill or talent
5.
Special circumstances (overcoming illness, family hardship, social barriers, etc.)
* Several institutions indicated that test scores are a supplemental factor in the admission process.  Academic record and course history are most important.
** This was cited as the number one response by 16 of the 20 institutions surveyed. 
