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COLLEGE COUNSELING QUIZ FOR TENTH GRADERS:  “NOW AND LATER”
Milken provides students with great opportunities to explore who they are academically, socially, and spiritually.  The tenth grade year is the perfect time to reflect on your progress from each of these perspectives.  The following quiz will help you to take stock in order to determine the track you are on and the adjustments you need to make as you progress as a Milken student.  The quiz is separated into three sections: Academics, Activities, and School/Community.  In each section is a series of prompts.  In the Now statement, circle the number of the response that most closely matches your feelings as a tenth grader.  In the Later statement, circle the letter of the response that most closely corresponds with how you hope to be by your senior year.  Be honest!  An answer key to assess your responses appears at the end of the quiz.   
ACADEMICS
NOW, in tenth grade, the courses I am taking are…
1.  Challenging and interesting.  I seek advice from my teachers and advisor and choose carefully.  My grades are right where I want them to be and reflective of my abilities.     

2.  A combination of courses in which I perform well and some tough ones with which I often struggle.  Some of my grades are lower than I would like, but steadily improving.

3.  Too hard!  I wish I could drop all of them and quit school!  My grades are erratic and unsteady; some of them are really low.
4.  Really easy (I planned it that way!) and kinda boring.
LATER, when I apply to colleges, I would like for them to see…
A.  That I made intelligent choices by enrolling in courses that were stimulating and enabled me to grow and develop as a student.

B.  That I eventually came to understand my strengths and weaknesses and selected courses that coincided with my abilities within each subject area.    

C.  That I squeaked by to barely pass courses that were far beyond my range of abilities.

D.  That I merely went through the motions of meeting requirements and got easy A’s.

NOW, in tenth grade, my classroom persona demonstrates…
1.  Interest and enthusiasm for the subject matter.  I love to learn new things and know how valuable my teacher’s and classmates’ insights are.

2.  How much I love to disagree with everything and everyone!  I have successfully wasted a great deal of my teacher’s and classmates’ time by making unsubstantiated and uncorroborated arguments merely for the sake of stirring up controversy.

3.  My apprehension.  Although I enjoy learning from my teachers and peers, I am sometimes afraid to participate in discussions for fear that I might be wrong.
4.  What’s a classroom persona???

LATER, when I apply to colleges, I would like for them to see…
A.  That I prepare for class each day, understand my teacher’s expectations, and participate regularly.

B.  That I make salient points by offering lucid and informed counter-perspectives when I feel it is necessary.

C.  That I steadily gained confidence in my work and increased my participation, even propelling classroom discussion at times.

D.  That I have become more involved in the subject matter and have taken responsibility for my learning by meeting with my teacher when necessary and participating in classroom discussions.
NOW, in tenth grade, my relationships with my teachers are…

1.  Strong and solid.  I have high regard for each of them and know how much they care for me and want me to succeed.  

2.   Really fun!  My teachers are AWESOME!  I love hanging out with them and joking around with them all day at school!  They’re my best buddies and I never make a move without talking to them first!  I don’t know what I would do without them!

3.  Okay, I guess.  I only talk to the ones I like, and I sometimes talk about the ones I don’t like.

4.  Non-existent.  I go to my classes, turn in my work, and leave when the period is over.

LATER, when I apply to colleges, I would like for them to see…
A.  That I am able to relate well to my teachers and I value their wisdom and advice. 

B.  That I have become a strong self advocate.  I am not all-dependent on my teachers, but rather utilize them as a resource to help me achieve.

C.  That I understand the differences among my teachers.  I am respectful and value each one’s role in my academic life.

D.  That I eventually came to understand the role of my teachers in my life and built solid bonds with many of them.  I took action when they pushed me and encouraged me to take on new challenges.
ACTIVITIES

NOW, in tenth grade, my list of activities demonstrates… 
1.  Balance.  I play volleyball in the spring, participate in class council throughout the school year, take piano lessons in the evening, and volunteer at SOVA on the weekends.  This summer, I will work at Jamba Juice to save up some money for a car and I will be visiting my aunt and uncle in Israel for two weeks.  
2.  Exhaustion!  I participate in EVERYTHING!  My days are so full of art lessons, sports, club meetings, play rehearsals, and USY projects that I can barely find enough time to sleep and get my school work done!  I won’t be able to slow down this summer, either, because I will be taking two business classes and a photography seminar at SMC, coaching soccer to kids at sports camp, visiting my grandparents in New York, and participating in a leadership program through my temple. 
3.  Just a couple of interests that I don’t really know what to do with.  I read a lot of scientific magazines, and every once in a while I write some poetry.

4.  Lack of interest.  I don’t participate in anything at school.  By the time the school day ends and I make my way through the carpool line, I just want to go home and chill with some good TV and play games on my computer. 
LATER, when I apply to colleges, I would like for them to see…
A.  That I put a great deal of thought into the activities in which I participate.  My school work comes first and I manage all of my responsibilities effectively.  
B.  That I have carefully narrowed down and selected only a few activities I enjoy most.  My days have become increasingly balanced and productive, and my school work no longer suffers.
C.  That I decided to take advantage of my school’s opportunities.  I am now working on a research project through the science academy and I am a member of Writes of Passage.

D.  That I have successfully parlayed my perceived inactivity into a WISE internship with a television casting director and a summer workshop on video game design at the Art Center in Pasadena.  
SCHOOL/COMMUNITY

NOW, in tenth grade, my commitment to service and tikkun olam has been…
1.   Something I feel is necessary to improve our world, and it is one of the things I like best about Milken.  I try to participate in two or three substantial service projects each year for causes I feel passionate about, and I encourage my family, teachers, and friends to support my efforts.    

2.  AMAZING!  I’m in Yozma, I work for Teen Line three nights a week, I raise funds for the homeless, and I participate in AIDS Walk L.A. every year.  I also participate on Mitzvah Day and I work at the SSWT Purim carnival.  I keep an ongoing resume of all my community service work so colleges will know how involved I am.  Mrs. Ordower is my best friend!  I’m in her office all the time talking to her about some new project I want to do!

3.  Fine.  I realize that it is something I need to do and complete a couple of service projects each year.
4.  Minimal.  I usually work on a couple of projects in order to meet my requirement as the deadline approaches to turn in my hours.   
LATER, when I apply to colleges, I would like for them to see…
A.  That I take an active, thoughtful, and significant role in helping to make the world a better place and I encourage others to do the same. 
B.  That I enjoy serving my community with zeal!  I have amassed hundreds upon hundreds of community service hours, and I have the paperwork to prove it!
C.  That I am committed to service and I make an effort to participate when I find the time. 
D.  That I do just enough community service to meet our school’s requirement.
NOW, in tenth grade, my behavior is…

1.   Something I think about often. I strive to be a role model and make good decisions.  I want my peers, teachers, and family to take my ideas seriously and respect my actions. 

2.  Okay.  Overall, I am a pretty good kid.  I love hanging out with my friends as much as I can.  Sometimes we do crazy stuff during lunch and when we sit together in classes!  We’re just having fun, though. 

3.  Not really a concern.  I come to school every day and go with the flow.

4.  Discussed often in my dean’s office.  In fact, my dad had to leave work early a couple of times this year to pick me up because I got suspended—once for cheating on a test and once for starting a fight. 

LATER, when I apply to colleges, I would like for them to see…
A.  That I take an active role as a leader at my school and in my community.  I behave in an ethical and upstanding manner. 

B.   That I take an active role as a leader at my school and in my community.  I behave in an ethical and upstanding manner. 

C.  That I take an active role as a leader at my school and in my community.  I behave in an ethical and upstanding manner. 

D.  That I take an active role as a leader at my school and in my community.  I behave in an ethical and upstanding manner. 

ANSWER KEY
If your most frequent responses were “1” and “A,” you’re doing fine.  You’re a good student who cares a great deal about Milken and lives our mission on a daily basis.

If your most frequent responses were “2” and “B,” you’re enthusiastic and actively involved, but maybe to a fault.  It’s time to scale back on your activities and make thoughtful decisions about what you can realistically accomplish.  You would also benefit from practicing good time management skills.

If your most frequent responses were “3” and “C,” you’re probably still searching for your niche.  You want to be involved and succeed, but you might not know where to start.  There’s still time to discover your passions and develop your interests.  Talk to your parents, teachers, friends, and advisor.  They know you best and will offer some great ideas and advice.    

If your most frequent responses were “4” and “D,” you’re apathetic and downright negative.  You take very little responsibility for your community and don’t care how your actions affect others.  You need to adjust your conduct and attitude before you fall far behind and come dangerously close to failing classes, losing the support of your peers, or even being expelled!  You still have time to reflect on your behavior with your parents, dean, teachers, and advisor so that you can move forward on a path toward achievement.     
